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~

Ms. Tam Doduc, Board Chair
State Water Resources Control Board
1001 I Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

Attention Song Her, Clerk to the Board

Dear Ms. Duduc:

TECHNICAL COMMENTS ON THE CEQA INFORMATIONAL DOCUMENT FOR
DEVELOPMENT OF SEDIMENT QUALITY OBJECTIVES FOR ENCLOSED BAYS AND
ESTUARIES

The City of Los Angeles, Bureau of Sanitation (Bureau) appreciates the opportUnity to provide
technical comments on the State Water Resources Control Board's (SWRCB) recently released
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Infomlational Document for Development of
Sediment Quality Objectives (SQO) for Enclosed Bays and Estuaries. The Bureau supports the
science-based approach being used to develop these objectives and continues to advocate that all
regulations be based on the best available scientific knowledge. The Bureau understands that the
effort undertaken to collect this data and produce these indices is a time and labor intensive process
and supports the SWRCB's efforts to collect data and in developing a methodology that will
produce robust tools.

The Bureau provides the following technical comments:

1 Support the use of a multiple lines of evidence (MLOE) triad approach to assessing
sediment conditions. Three lines of evidence are required by the integrated scientific method
developed by the SWRCB and the Southern California Coastal Water Research Project to
conduct these assessments. One or two lines of evidence will not work in this scientific
method. The Bureau agrees with the SQO Scientific Steering Committee that both scientific
understanding and empirical evidence demonstrate that a single line of evidence (e.g.,
sediment chemistry, or sediment toxicity, or benthic infaunal community) is unreliable and
potentially misleading; and therefore in our review, not usable for the SQO assessments; and
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